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Colotomy; Inguinal, Lumbar and Transverse, forCancer or Stricture, with Ulceration of the LargeIntestine. By Herbert W. Allingham, F.R.C.S.,
Surgeon to the Great Northern Hospital; Assistant
Surgeon to St. Mark's Hospital for Diseases of the
Rectum; Surgical Registrar to St. George's Hospi-tal. London: Bailli\l=e`\re, Tindall & Cox. 1892.
Mr. Allingham's name has become identified with

the operation of colotomy, and this monograph of onehundred and ninety-nine pages is an exposition of hisideas resulting from his personal experience. He has
not gone into the history of the operation, nor does
he refer at great length to the work of other authors,but desires to state the advantages and the disadvan-
tages of the different forms of colotomy ; namely, 'leftlumbar, right lumbar, left inguinal, right inguinal and
transverse. Ho believes that the operation of colo-
tomy should be performed " us 'soon as it is found that
the patient is beginning to suffer from incessant diar-
rhoea, from profuse bleeding, or from great painwhich cannot bo remedied by medicine."
The book is illustrated by a number of cuts, and by

the detailed accounts of a number of cases. It is an
excellent exposition of the subject, and can be read
with benefit by surgeons. An index to the book would
be of value. Tho printing and binding of the work isexcellent.
The M\l=u"\tter Lectures on Surgical Pathology. Deliv-
ered before the College of Physicians of Philadel-
phia, 1890-91. By Roswell Park, A.M., M.D.,
Professor of Surgery, Medical Department, Univer-
sity of Buffalo; Surgeon to the Buffalo General
Hospital; Fellow of the German Congress of Sur-
geons; etc. Reprinted from the Annals of Surgery,Vols. XIII, XIV and XV. St. Louis: J. H.
Chambers & Co.
The establishment of the Mutter Lectures has eu-

ahletl the profession to receive the benefit of a trien-
uial course of lectures from authorities on given sub-
jects. These ten lectures were published in the Annalsof Surgery, and now appear in book form. They by
no means cover the whole field of surgical pathology,but, as the author states, deal with selected topics.I'hey are interesting and valuable, not alone for the
surgical work which appears from time to time in tho
hotly of the work, but also from the contribution
which the literature of surgical pathology has made.
1 heso lectures make a book which can buread with
Interest and profit by surgeons. Dealing as they dovv'th advanced ground, much of which must necessarilyhe tentative, the author has succeeded in introducinga judicial spirit iu tho presentation of surgico-buoter-iologieal facts.
Modern Materia Medica. For pharmacists, medical
men and students. By H. Helling, F.C.S. Third
enlarged edition. New York: Lehn & Fink.
London: The British and Colonial Druggist. 1892.
In this small volume on modern materia medica the

Writer arranges the drugs in alphabetical order andunder each one considers briefly the preparation,Properties and medicinal uses of these new and chieflyvhthetical remedies. Between acetanilide and ure-
"aue the list includes aristol, bromoform, chloralamide,

diuretic, naplitliol and its derivatives, piperazine, sul-
phonal, etc. Such synthetical remedies as are not
considered to have sufficient importance to be in-
cluded in the main portion of the work, together with
such substances as are not purely synthetical, are de-
scribed more concisely in an appendix. Here one
finds agarioin, various salts of bismuth, such as the
salicylate, comutine, filicic acid, hicnioglobiii, helle-
borein, spcrminc, strophanthin, tuberculin and wright-
ine. At the eud of the volume are tables of the
doses, the solubility and the melting and boiling points
of new remedies. This work seems to be intended
primarily for pharmacists, but for such of the medical
profession as wish to glean quickly a little knowledge
of the stream of new remedies which flows so abund-
antly, or a few useful suggestions about some one

remedy, this book is probably the best they can own.
A Manual of Organic Materia Medica. Being a

Guide to Materia Medica of the Vegetable and Ani-
mal Kingdoms, for the Use of Students, Druggists,
Pharmacists and Physicians. By John M. Maisch,
Ph.M., Phar. D., Professor of Materia Medica and
Botany in the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy.
Fifth edition, with two hundred and seventy illus-
trations. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co. 1892.
This excellent und well-known work bus been so

much appreciated that it has reached a fifth edition
although the fourth appeared about a year and a half
ago only. The drugs are described tersely and well,
and the text is abundantly illustrated by good cuts.
The classification is the same as that followed in other
editions; the pharmucopœal drugs are distinguished
from the unofliciiial ones by means of large type, ex-
cept in some instances of the latter class where the
importance of the drug justified special emphasis.
In this edition the author has given.the proper ac-

cent for the systematic names of plants and animals ;
this will bo a convenience to many readers.

Hygienic Requirements of School Furniture. By G. A.
Bobrick, Civil Engineer. New York: Exchange
Printing Co. 1892.
The author, in a pamphlet of fifty pages, well illus-

trated by wood-cuts, has presented the outs of the pres-
ent methods of school-seating, and has suggested the
use of an adjustable seat and desk.
This pamphlet would gain a larger audience had the

author added a bibliography including all references
mentioned in the text. That it is written by a man
not versed in medical science is evident from the quo-
tations from various authors. The pamphlet is sug-
gestive, popularly written, and by any one interested
in the seating of public schools should be read.
The fallacy in using the scale suggested at the end

of the pamphlet seems to be that the sitting and stand-
ing heights do not always bear the same relation to
each other in individuals of similar heights. C. L. S.

Beri-Beri.—The ship H. B. Cann, 170 days out
from lloilo, put into Hampton Roads lust week with
a large number of cases of beri-beri among tho crew.
Two had died during the voyage, and eight wore re-
moved to tho hospital at Norfolk.
Pan-American Congress.

—

Dr. J. Collins War-
ren, of the Harvard Medical School, has accepted the
Executive Presidency of the Section in Medical Ped-
agogics of the Pan-American Medical Congress.
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